
Visual Glossary of Pedestrian Infrastructure 

Note: Photos are not from Sacramento. 

Sidewalks 
Provide an area for people walking to travel separated from vehicle traffic. Typically constructed out of 
concrete and separated from the roadway by a curb or gutter and sometimes a landscaped buffer. 

Visual Glossary of Pedestrian Infrastructure	 Page  of 1 8



Median Refuge Islands 
Median refuge islands shorten the crossing distance for people biking and walking and increase their 
visibility. 
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Curb Extensions 
Curb extensions extend the curb into the street and improve visibility at intersections, and slow vehicular 
turning speeds. 
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New/Enhanced Crosswalk 
Marked crosswalks make motorists aware that they must yield to pedestrians. 
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Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon 
Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons are used to improve unsignalized intersections or midblock crossings of 
major streets. They are only activated when pedestrians or bicyclists are present, resulting in minimal 
delays for users. 
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Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon 
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB) are a type of active warning beacon used at unsignalized 
crossings. They are designed to increase motor vehicle yielding compliance on multi-lane or high-
volume roadways. 
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Shade Trees 
Can increase comfort for people walking and biking by lowering temperatures, filtering air and water, 
and improving the quality of both. 
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Planting Strips 
Create expanded space for roots so trees can grow faster;share nutrients; better resist disease, pests, and 
drought; and live longer. Can serve to capture storm-water recharge, and potential storage opportunity. 
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